
Metaphor: “The Starry Night” by Vincent Van Gogh 

 

The Starry Night is one of the most 

recognized pieces of art in the world. It is 

absolutely everywhere, too. It can be seen on 

coffee, mugs, t-shirts, towels, magnets, etc. 

Honestly, it sometimes feels as if the 

painting’s fame has exceeded that of its 

creator. It is a magnificent piece of art. That 

Starry Night resonates with so many people is 

a testament to how its beauty is timeless and 

universal.1 

Van Gogh assigned an emotional language to night and nature that took them far from their 

actual appearances. Dominated by vivid blues and yellows applied with gestural verve and 

immediacy, The Starry Night also demonstrates how inseparable van Gogh’s vision was from the 

new procedures of painting he had devised, in which color and paint describe a world outside the 

artwork even as they telegraph their own status as, merely, color and paint.2 

Starry Night depicts a dreamy interpretation of the artist's asylum room's sweeping view of 

Saint-Rémy-de-Provence. Though Van Gogh revisited this scene in his work on several 

occasions, "Starry Night" is the only nocturnal study of the view. Thus, in addition to 

descriptions evident in the myriad of letters he wrote to his brother, Theo, it offers a rare 

nighttime glimpse into what the artist saw while in isolation. "Through the iron-barred window I 

can make out a square of wheat in an enclosure," he wrote in May of 1889, "above which in the 

morning I see the sun rise in its glory."3 

  

 
1 “Van Gogh Starry Night: Van Gogh Gallery.” Van Gogh Starry Night - The Painting and The Story. Accessed 
January 29, 2020. https://www.vangoghgallery.com/painting/starry-night.html. 
2 Gogh, Vincent van. “Vincent Van Gogh. The Starry Night. Saint Rémy, June 1889: MoMA.” The Museum of 
Modern Art. Accessed January 29, 2020. https://www.moma.org/collection/works/79802. 
3 “The Starry Night, 1889 by Vincent Van Gogh.” 10 Facts that You Don't Know About "Starry Night" by Vincent 
van Gogh. Accessed January 29, 2020. https://www.vincentvangogh.org/starry-night.jsp 



Prominent Locations in Shooting Star 

 

Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport 

The location I chose for the airport to be was the 

Detroit Airport in Detroit, Michigan. Due to the 

constant snow in the area, it would make sense 

for an airport to shut down at this location. The 

Wayne County Airport is also a prime location 

for many connecting flights across the continental 

United States. Detroit Metropolitan Airport 

(DTW) is one of the world’s leading air transportation hubs with more than 1,100 flights per day 

to and from four continents. DTW is operated by the Wayne County Airport Authority (WCAA), 

which also operates nearby Willow Run Airport (YIP), an important corporate, cargo and general 

aviation facility. WCAA drives economic activity. Its airports are not only responsible for 

creating jobs, but also sustaining more than 86,000 jobs throughout the state.4 

University of Wisconsin – Madison 

The University of Wisconsin – Madison 

is the location that Reed and Elena met 

when they went to school. This school 

still exists today, and their mascot is a 

badger. UW-Madison describes itself as  

“a catalyst for the extraordinary”. As a 

public land-grant university and prolific 

research institution, its students, staff, and faculty members partake in a world-class education 

and solve real-world problems. 5 

 

 
4 “About Us.” Wayne County Airport Authority, January 16, 2020. https://www.metroairport.com/about-us. 
5 “About UW.” About UW–Madison - University of Wisconsin–Madison. Accessed January 29, 2020. 
https://www.wisc.edu/about/. 



Austin, Texas 

Austin, Texas is where Elena lives 

and where Reed is trying to go for his 

important business meeting. Elena has 

been living there for 10 years. Austin 

is the capital city of the U.S. state of 

Texas, as well as the seat and largest 

city of Travis County, with portions 

extending into Hays and Williamson 

counties. It is the 11th-most populous city in the United States, the fourth-most-populous city in 

Texas, and the second-most-populous state capital city (after Phoenix, Arizona). It is also the 

fastest growing large city in the United States and the southernmost state capital in the 

contiguous United States.6  

“The Old Part” of Boston, Massachusettes 

The “old part” of Boston, Massachusettes is 

where Reed and his family lives, and is where 

Elena is trying to go to meet her daughter for the 

first time. The old part of Boston referrs to North 

End, Boston. The North End is a neighborhood 

of Boston, Massachusetts, United States. It has 

the distinction of being the city's oldest residential community, where people have continuously 

inhabited since it was settled in the 1630s.7  

  

 
6 “Austin, Texas.” Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation, January 29, 2020. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austin,_Texas. 
7 “North End, Boston.” Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation, November 23, 2019. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_End,_Boston. 



Name Meanings in Shooting Star 

Elena Carson 
Elena: The name Elena is a Spanish Baby Names baby name. In Spanish, the meaning of the 

name Elena is: “Shining light”, or “bright one”.8 

Carson: Transferred use of the surname meaning “Carr's son.” The name Carr is from the Middle 

English and Scottish car, carre (marsh, mossy place).9 

Reed McAllister 
Reed: Transferred use of the Middle English read, reade (red), which is from the Old English 

read (red). It was nickname for someone which red hair or with a red, ruddy complexion.10 

McAllister: McAllister is a surname from Scotland and Ireland that originates from the Gaelic 

name Mac Alasdair, meaning son of Alasdair. 11 

Beth Anne McAllister 
Beth-Anne: Hebrew, a variant form of Bethany (Hebrew): possibly means "house of figs".12 

Maggie “Baby Girl” Carson 
Maggie: The name Maggie is a girl's name of English origin meaning "pearl". Maggie is a cute, 

earthy short form that has been in style for several decades now.13 

Kiersten McAllister 
Kiersten: Kirsten is the Danish and Norwegian form of Christina from the Medieval Latin name 

Christianus meaning “a Christian”. Ultimately, the Latin word for a Christian is derived from the 

Greek Christos from “chrio” meaning “to anoint”.14 

 
8 “Elena.” SheKnows, August 22, 2018. https://www.sheknows.com/baby-names/name/elena/. 
9 “Carson Name Meaning & Origin.” Baby Name Wizard. Accessed January 29, 2020. 
https://www.babynamewizard.com/baby-name/boy/carson. 
10 “Reed Name Meaning & Origin.” Baby Name Wizard. Accessed January 29, 2020. 
https://www.babynamewizard.com/baby-name/boy/reed. 
11 “McAllister (Surname).” Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation, November 29, 2019. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McAllister_(surname). 
12 “&Female; Bethanne.” Bethanne - Name Meaning, What does Bethanne mean? Accessed January 29, 2020. 
http://www.thinkbabynames.com/meaning/0/Bethanne. 
13 “Home.” Name Meaning, Popularity, and Similar Names. Accessed January 29, 2020. 
https://nameberry.com/babyname/Maggie. 
14 “Kiersten.” Oh Baby! Names. Accessed January 29, 2020. https://ohbabynames.com/all-baby-names/kiersten/. 



The Playwright: Steven Dietz 

Steven Dietz (born June 23, 1958) is an 

American playwright and theatre director. 

Called "the most ubiquitous American 

playwright whose name you may never have 

heard", Dietz has long been one of America's 

most prolific and widely produced playwrights. 

“Shooting Star” could actually be considered 

one of his lesser-known works, as several of his 

plays have been seen Off-Broadway including 

"Fiction", "Lonely Planet", "God's Country". 

The vast majority of Dietz's plays are produced 

in American regional theaters. 15 

Born and raised in Denver, Colorado, Dietz 

graduated in 1980 with a B.A. in Theatre Arts 

from the University of Northern Colorado, after 

which he moved to Minneapolis and began his 

career as a director of new plays at The 

Playwrights' Center and other local theaters. 

During these years he also formed a small theatre company (Quicksilver Stage) and began to 

write plays of his own. A commission from ACT Theatre to write "God's Country" brought him 

to Seattle, Washington in 1988, and he lived and worked in Seattle from 1991 to 2006. In 2006 

he accepted a professorship at the University of Texas at Austin. Since 2006, he and his family 

have divided their time between Austin and Seattle. 

Dietz is presently a theatre professor at The University of Texas at Austin. He teaches classes 

such as Advanced Playwriting Workshop, Narrative Strategies: Time, Story-Making for the 

Stage, and Collaboration. 16 

 
15 “Steven Dietz.” Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation, January 26, 2020. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steven_Dietz. 
16 “Steven Dietz: Department of Theatre and Dance - The University of Texas at Austin.” College of Fine Arts - 
University of Texas at Austin. Accessed January 29, 2020. https://theatredance.utexas.edu/people/dietz-steven. 


